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[bookmark: _Toc525144982][bookmark: _Toc161910310]0. Introduction
This is an invitation to submit an application for an EU action grant in the field of sport under the Erasmus+ Programme.
The regulatory framework for this EU Funding Programme is set out in:
· Regulation 2024/2509[footnoteRef:2] (EU Financial Regulation) [2:    Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 September 2024 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union (recast)(OJ L 2024/2509, 26.9.2024, p. 1).] 

· the basic act Erasmus+ Regulation 2021/817[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  	Regulation (EU) 2021/817 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2021 establishing Erasmus+: the Union Programme for education and training, youth and sport (OJ L 189, 28.5.2021, p. 1).] 

· The AWP 2026 Erasmus+
The invitation is launched in accordance with the 2026 Work Programme[footnoteRef:4] and will be managed by the European Commission (DG EAC). [4:  	Commission Implementing Decision C(2025) 7358 final of 5 November 2025 concerning the adoption of the work programme for 2026 and the financing decision for the implementation of the Erasmus + Programme.] 

It concerns the direct award to The Estonian Ministry of Culture - The Role of coaches in society and development of Coaching Qualifications 
for Peer Learning Activities (PLA) in the field of sport.
	This invitation to submit a proposal does not legally bind the Commission. The granting authority reserves the right to abandon or cancel the award of this grant and to send another invitation to submit a proposal with different content and appropriate deadlines for submission.



We invite you to read the documentation carefully, and in particular this Invitation Document and the Model Grant Agreement and their annexes. 
These documents provide clarifications and answers to questions you may have when preparing your application: 
· the Invitation Document outlines the: 
· background, objectives, scope, activities that can be funded and the expected results (sections 1 and 2)
· timetable and available budget (sections 3 and 4) 
· admissibility and eligibility conditions (including mandatory documents; sections 5 and 6)
· criteria for financial and operational capacity and exclusion (section 7 & 8)
· evaluation and award procedure (section 9)
· award criteria (section 10) 
· legal and financial set-up of the Grant Agreements (section 11)
· how to submit an application (section 12)
· the Invitation Document includes the following annexes:
· Annex 1 Model Application Form
· Annex 2 Model Grant Agreement
· Annex 3 FCC Methodology
· the AGA — Annotated Grant Agreement contains:
· detailed annotations on all the provisions in the Grant Agreement you will have to sign in order to obtain the grant (including cost eligibility, payment schedule, accessory obligations, etc). 
You are also encouraged to visit the Erasmus+ Project Results website to consult the list of projects funded previously. 

[bookmark: _Toc161910311]1. Background
An application is welcomed for a peer learning activity (PLA) that corresponds to the framework of the implementation of the EU Work Plan for Sport 2024-2027 as well as the aforementioned AWP 2026 Erasmus+ and which are agreed with the Commission.

[bookmark: _Toc161910312]2. Objectives — Themes and priorities — Activities that can be funded — Expected impact
[bookmark: _Toc35588514][bookmark: _Toc100842092][bookmark: _Toc161910313]The aim of the PLA is the exchange of knowledge, experience and examples of good practices on policy topics of common interest in the field of sport outlined in the EU Work Plan for Sport. Such peer learning activity should include no less than seven countries (Member States and/or third countries associated to the Erasmus+ programme, at the initiative of one of the Member States (leader)). A typical activity may consist of preparatory meeting online and a physical event followed by a post-editing by experts nominated by Member States.
2.1 Objectives
[bookmark: _Toc35588515][bookmark: _Toc100842093][bookmark: _Toc161910314]The application should highlight the EU added value and dimension of the PLA as well as its programme (speakers, participants). The action should include, inter alia, an outcome (e.g. report, conclusion, proposals for the future, etc.) that contributes to the further development of the topic and that can be publicly disseminated. This includes a summary report that can be easily communicated among a broader audience, as appropriate.
Note on the activity format: the application and budget tables should contain information on the proposed format of meetings (physical, virtual or hybrid) and also include the additional costs of the hybrid or virtual format(s) as a backup version(s) where so required.




2.2 Themes and priorities (scope)
Key topics as outlined in the EU Work Plan for Sport 2024 - 2027[footnoteRef:5]: [5:  Resolution of the Council and of the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States meeting within the Council on the European Union Work Plan for Sport C/2024/3527 of 3 June 2024] 

· 	Safe Environment in Sport
· Fight against hate speech
· 	Anti-doping
· 	Sport and education
· 	Gender equality
· Traditional sports
· 	European Sport Model
· 	Athletes' rights
· 	Good governance development and promotion within sport
· 	Fight against the manipulation of sports competitions
· 	Innovation and digitalisation
· Sustainable sport
· 	Sustainable sport facilities and spatial planning
· Sports tourism	
· Major Sporting events
· Policymaking and investments in sport
· 	Strengthening the resilience of the sport sector 
· 	Creation of adequate opportunities for sport and physical activity for all generations
· Promoting Physical Activity
· Mental health and well-being in sport
[bookmark: _Toc35588516][bookmark: _Toc100842094][bookmark: _Toc161910315]2.3 Activities that can be funded (scope)
The following types of activities are eligible:
· meeting/seminars.
· awareness and dissemination actions.
· actions aiming at the creation and improvement of networks, exchanges of good practices.
· supportive analyses, mapping.
These activities aim to provide a framework to discuss, exchange ideas and best practices on the main challenges in the field of sport outlined in the EU Work Plan for Sport.
[bookmark: _Toc35588517][bookmark: _Toc100842095][bookmark: _Toc161910316]2.4 Expected impact
[bookmark: _Toc161910317]The PLA is expected to help with improving policies and encouraging further collaboration between EU Member States in the proposed topic. In this respect, participation of representatives in the field from minimum 7 countries should guarantee a good level of the relating dialogue and respective impact.

3. Available budget
The total budget earmarked for the co-financing of projects under this invitation to submit a proposal is estimated at EUR 25 000.
The maximum grant will be EUR 25 000.
The Commission reserves the right not to distribute all the funds available.

[bookmark: _Toc161910318]4. Timetable and deadlines 
	Timetable and deadlines (indicative)

	Call opening:
	20 April 2026

	Deadline for submission:
	25 May 2026 

	Evaluation:
	15 June 2026

	Information on evaluation results:
	19 June 2026

	GA signature:
	15 July 2026



[bookmark: _Toc161910319]
5. Admissibility and documents
In order to be admissible, applications must be submitted in writing, must be complete and contain all requested information and all required annexes and supporting documents, including the signed application form and its completed sections (see section 12).
Failure to comply with those requirements may lead to rejection of the application.
At proposal submission, you will have to confirm that the information in the application is correct and complete and that you comply with the conditions for receiving EU funding (exclusion, etc.). Before signing the grant, each beneficiary and affiliated entity will have to confirm this by signing a declaration of honour. 
Your application must be readable.
Proposals are limited to maximum 40 pages. Evaluators will not consider any additional pages.
You may be asked at a later stage for further documents (for legal entity validation, financial capacity check, bank account validation, etc.).

[bookmark: _Toc161910320]6. Eligibility 
[bookmark: _Toc35588527][bookmark: _Toc100842096][bookmark: _Toc161910321]6.1 Eligible participants (eligible countries)
[bookmark: _Hlk221112282]According to the Work Programme Key Action 3, point 2 (Actions implemented under direct management - by exception to calls for proposals – Article 198 Financial Regulation), section b) (Peer-learning activities), index reference in budget table (WPI) 6.16, the grant is to be awarded to ministries, governmental authorities or other public bodies designated by Member States or third countries associated to the programme, wishing to organise peer learning activities in the framework of the implementation of the EU Work Plan for Sport.
The identity of the applicant (and compliance with general eligibility conditions) will be verified through the documents provided. 
Beneficiaries and affiliated entities must register in the Participant Register — before submitting the proposal — and will have to be validated by the Central Validation Service (REA Validation). For the validation, they will be requested to upload documents showing legal status and origin (copy of the resolution, decision or other official document establishing the entity, etc.). In order to assess the applicant’s eligibility, the applicant must provide a print screen of their valid PIC number, together with their application.
[bookmark: _Toc35588529][bookmark: _Toc100842097][bookmark: _Toc161910322]6.2 Eligible activities
[bookmark: _Hlk221112436]Eligible activities are the ones set out in section 3 above.
The project should take into account the results of projects supported by other EU funding programmes. The complementarities must be described in the project proposal.
The project must comply with EU policy interests and priorities (such as environment, social, security, industrial and trade policy, etc.).
Financial support to third parties is not allowed.
[bookmark: _Toc35588530][bookmark: _Toc100842098][bookmark: _Toc161910323]6.3 Geographic location (target countries)
[bookmark: _Toc35588531][bookmark: _Toc100842099][bookmark: _Toc161910324]The proposal must relate to activities taking place in Member States and/or third countries associated to the Erasmus+ programme.  In addition, the AWP 2026 Erasmus+ states that such a peer learning activity should include no less than seven countries (Member States and/or third countries associated to the programme).
6.4 Duration
[bookmark: _Toc35588536][bookmark: _Toc53641524][bookmark: _Toc100842100][bookmark: _Toc161910325]The project should normally range between 3 and 9 months (extensions to the period of implementation are possible, if duly justified and through an amendment).
6.5 Ethics
Projects must comply with:
· highest ethical standards and 
· applicable EU, international and national law. 

[bookmark: _Toc161910326]7. Financial and operational capacity 
[bookmark: _Toc438203139][bookmark: _Toc35588532][bookmark: _Toc161910327]7.1. Financial capacity
Applicants must have stable and sufficient resources to successfully implement the projects and contribute their share. Organisations participating in several projects must have sufficient capacity to implement all these projects. 
The applicant is deemed to have the necessary financial capacity upon signature of the declaration on the honour confirming it, except when the applicant is a private entity receiving a pre-financing of more than EUR 600.000 or, following a risk assessment foreseen in Annex 3, receiving a grant of more than EUR 60.000.
In these cases only, the financial capacity check will be carried out on the basis of the documents you will be requested to upload in the Participant Register during grant preparation (e.g. profit and loss account and balance sheet, business plan, audit report produced by an approved external auditor, certifying the accounts for the last closed financial year, etc.). The analysis will be based on neutral financial indicators, but will also take into account other aspects, such as dependency on EU funding and deficit and revenue in previous years. If needed, it may also be done for affiliated entities. Please refer to Annex 3 of this invitation for further information.
If we consider that your financial capacity is not satisfactory, we may require:
· further information
· an enhanced financial responsibility regime, i.e. joint and several responsibility for all beneficiaries or joint and several liability of affiliated entities (see below, section 11)
· prefinancing paid in instalments 
· (one or more) prefinancing guarantees (see below, section 11)
or
· propose no prefinancing
· reject the proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc438203142][bookmark: _Toc35588533][bookmark: _Toc161910328]7.2. Operational capacity
Applicants must have the know-how, qualifications and resources to successfully implement the projects and contribute their share (including sufficient experience in projects of comparable size and nature). 
Entities that have been identified as named beneficiary in the Work Programme in accordance with Article 198 of the Financial Regulation are in principle considered to have sufficient operational capacity to carry out the action. In particular, this applies to Member States, public bodies, Member State organisations and international organisations. In case of doubt, the granting authority will however undertake an operational capacity check. Additional supporting documents may be requested, if needed to confirm the operational capacity of any applicant.
Applicants will then have to show their operational capacity via the following information:
· profiles (qualifications and experience) of the staff responsible for managing and implementing the project
· list of previous projects (key projects for the last 4 years).

[bookmark: _Toc35588534][bookmark: _Toc161910329]8. Exclusion
Applicants which are subject to an EU exclusion decision or in one of the following exclusion situations that bar them from receiving EU funding can NOT participate:
· bankruptcy, winding up, affairs administered by the courts, arrangement with creditors, suspended business activities or other similar procedures (including procedures for persons with unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts)
· in breach of social security or tax obligations (including if done by persons with unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts)
· guilty of grave professional misconduct (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant) 
· committed fraud, corruption, links to a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including terrorism financing), child labour or human trafficking (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant)
· shown significant deficiencies in complying with main obligations under an EU procurement contract, grant agreement, prize, expert contract, or similar (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant)
· guilty of irregularities within the meaning of Article 1(2) of EU Regulation 2988/95[footnoteRef:6] (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant) [6:    Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protection of the European Communities financial interests (OJ L 312, 23.12.1995, p. 1–4).] 

· created under a different jurisdiction with the intent to circumvent fiscal, social or other legal obligations in the country of origin or created another entity with this purpose (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant).
Applicants will also be rejected if it turns out that[footnoteRef:7]:  [7:  	See Article 143 EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.] 

· during the award procedure they misrepresented information required as a condition for participating or failed to supply that information 
· they were previously involved in the preparation of the call and this entails a distortion of competition that cannot be remedied otherwise (conflict of interest).
[bookmark: _Toc100842103]Supporting documents 
The applicant must provide a declaration on their honour certifying that they are not in one of the situations referred to in Articles 138(1) and 143 FR, by filling in and signing Section C of the application form. 
This obligation may be fulfilled in one of the following ways: 
(i)   the applicant signs a declaration in its name and on behalf of its affiliated entities; OR
(ii) the applicant and its affiliated entities each sign a separate declaration in their own name.

[bookmark: _Toc161910330]9. Evaluation and award procedure  
The proposal will be checked against the formal requirements (admissibility and eligibility) and then evaluated for selection and award criteria (see sections 7 and 10). If it is successful, it will be invited for grant agreement preparation.
 No commitment for funding — Invitation to grant preparation does NOT constitute a formal commitment for funding. We will still need to make various legal checks before grant award: legal entity validation, financial capacity, exclusion check, etc.
Grant preparation will involve a dialogue in order to fine-tune technical or financial aspects of the project and may require extra information from your side. It may also include adjustments to the proposal to address recommendations of the evaluation committee or other concerns. Compliance will be a pre-condition for signing the grant.
If you believe that the evaluation procedure was flawed, you can submit a complaint (following the deadlines and procedures set out in the evaluation result letter). 

[bookmark: _Toc161910331]10. Award criteria  
The award criteria for this call are as follows:
· Relevance: clarity and consistency of project, objectives and planning;  extent to which they match the themes and priorities and objectives of the call; contribution to the EU strategic and legislative context; European/trans-national dimension; impact/interest for a number of countries (EU or eligible non-EU countries); possibility to use the results in other countries; potential to develop mutual trust/cross-border cooperation (25 points)
· Quality:
· Project design and implementation: technical quality; logical links between the identified problems, needs and solutions proposed (logical frame concept); methodology for implementing the project (concept and methodology, management, procedures, timetable, risks and risk management, monitoring and evaluation); feasibility of the project within the proposed time frame; cost effectiveness (sufficient/appropriate budget for proper implementation; best value for money) (25 points)
· Partnership and cooperation arrangements: quality of the consortium and project teams; appropriate procedures and problem-solving mechanisms for cooperating within the project teams and consortium (25 points)
· Impact: ambition and expected long-term impact of results on target groups/general public; appropriate dissemination strategy for ensuring sustainability and long-term impact; sustainability of results after EU funding ends (25 points).
	Award criteria
	Minimum pass score
	Maximum score

	Relevance 
	15
	25

	Quality — Project design and implementation
	15
	25

	Quality — Partnership and cooperation arrangements
	15
	25

	Impact
	15
	25

	Overall (pass) scores
	60
	100



Maximum points: 100 points.
Individual thresholds per criterion: 15/25, 15/25, 15/25 and 15/25 points.
Overall threshold: 60 points. 
A proposal that passes the individual thresholds AND the overall threshold will be considered for funding — within the limits of the available budget.

[bookmark: _Toc161910332]11. Legal and financial set-up of the Grant Agreement 
If you pass evaluation, your project will be invited for grant preparation, where you will be asked to prepare the Grant Agreement together with the EU Project Officer. 
This Grant Agreement will set the framework for your grant and its terms and conditions, in particular concerning deliverables, reporting and payments. 
[bookmark: _Toc35588537][bookmark: _Toc100842104][bookmark: _Toc161910333]11.1 Starting date and project duration 
The project starting date and duration will be fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet, point 1). The period of eligibility of costs will start on the day the agreement is signed by the last of the parties. If the applicant can demonstrate the need to start the action before the agreement is signed, expenditure may be authorised as from the submission of application date and before signature for duly justified reasons. Exceptionally, the eligibility period can start before the date of submission of the grant application only if the legal basis and the financing decision covering the action foresee so. Grants may not be awarded retrospectively for actions already completed. 
[bookmark: _Toc35588539][bookmark: _Toc100842105][bookmark: _Toc161910334]11.2 Form of grant, funding rate and maximum grant amount
The grant parameters (maximum grant amount, funding rate, total eligible costs, etc.) will be fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet, point 3 and art 5).
The grant will be a budget-based mixed actual cost grant (actual costs, with unit cost and flat-rate elements). This means that it will reimburse ONLY certain types of costs (eligible costs) and costs that were actually incurred for your project (NOT the budgeted costs). For unit costs and flat-rates, you can charge the amounts calculated as explained in the Grant Agreement (see art 6 and Annex 2 and 2a). 
The costs will be reimbursed at the funding rate fixed in the Grant Agreement (maximum 80%)
Grants may NOT produce a profit (i.e. surplus of revenues + EU grant over costs). For-profit organisations must declare their revenues and, if there is a profit, we will deduct it from the final grant amount (see art 22.3).
Moreover, please be aware that the final grant amount may be reduced[footnoteRef:8] in case of non-compliance with the Grant Agreement (e.g. improper implementation, breach of obligations, etc.). [8:  See Guidance document setting out the principles for determining grant reductions in the context of the EU programmes (2021-2027).] 

[bookmark: _Toc35588540][bookmark: _Toc100842106][bookmark: _Toc161910335]11.3 Budget categories and cost eligibility rules
The budget categories and cost eligibility rules are fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet, point 3, art 6 and Annex 2).
Budget categories for this call:
· A. Personnel costs
· A.1 Employees, A.2 Natural persons under direct contract, A.3 Seconded persons
· A.4 SME owners and natural person beneficiaries
· A.5 Volunteers 
· B. Subcontracting costs
· C. Purchase costs
· C.1 Travel and subsistence
· C.2 Equipment 
· C.3 Other goods, works and services
· E. Indirect costs

Specific cost eligibility conditions for this Grant Agreement, complementing what is indicated in the Data Sheet, point 3, and art 6: 
· personnel costs: 
· SME owner/natural person unit cost[footnoteRef:9]: Yes [9:  	Commission Decision of 20 October 2020 authorising the use of unit costs for the personnel costs of the owners of small and medium-sized enterprises and beneficiaries that are natural persons not receiving a salary for the work carried out by themselves under an action or work programme (C(2020)7715), as last amended.] 

· Volunteers’ unit cost[footnoteRef:10]: Yes (with indirect costs) [10:  	Commission Decision of 10 April 2019 authorising the use of unit costs for declaring personnel costs for the work carried out by volunteers under an action or a work programme (C(2019)2646), as last amended.] 

· will be calculated on the basis of the actual daily salary/fees of the employee/service provider, multiplied by the number of days to be spent on the project. This calculation may include, if necessary, all the normal charges paid by the employer, such as social security contributions and related costs, but must exclude any bonus, incentive and profit-sharing arrangements or running costs. Personnel costs may not exceed the normal costs for each personnel category in the country concerned.
· travel, accommodation and subsistence unit cost[footnoteRef:11]: Yes [11:  	Commission Decision of 12 January 2021 authorising the use of unit costs for travel, accommodation and subsistence costs under an action or work programme under the 2021-2027 multi-annual financial framework (C(2021)35), as last amended.] 

· the beneficiary must calculate the travel, accommodation and subsistence costs as unit costs in accordance with the method set out in Annex 2a if covered by Decision C(2021)35. If not covered by the Decision, as costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary’s usual practices on travel. The most economical fares must be used.  Several travel agencies should be contacted in order to obtain the best possible prices
· rail travel (exceptionally, first class if this is allowed by the institution concerned) must be used for journeys of up to 400 kilometres, except in an emergency or where a sea crossing is involved
· for journeys of more than 400 kilometres (or less where a sea crossing is involved or in an emergency), air travel may be used. Apex tickets or special fares must be used as far as possible. Air travel costs higher than an economy class fare are not allowed
· the cost of travel by car will be eligible, based on a kilometre allowance of €0.28 per kilometre driven, provided it is calculated according to the conditions below: 
a)	private car, hired car or taxi: the amount to be considered eligible is limited to the cost of one equivalent first class rail fare (regardless of how many people are travelling in the car)
b) 	hired car (class A except where more than two persons are travelling, in which case maximum class B may be used): the actual costs will be eligible. However, a hired car may only be used if no other suitable transport is available
c) 	motorway tolls and parking fees are reimbursed separately on presentation of supporting documents
d) 	the distance in kilometres is calculated on the basis of the fastest route between the place of origin and the place of arrival. The fastest route will be calculated using appropriate software for calculating distances
· normal travel insurance costs will be eligible
· when accommodation and subsistence costs need to be based on the actual costs incurred, they are eligible as long as:
a) they are indispensable and reasonable, taking into consideration the place of the stay
b) they are calculated in accordance with the internal regulations of the beneficiary concerned
· [bookmark: _Hlk103701621]subcontracting costs: refer to article 6.2, section B., of the MGA
· equipment costs: depreciation
· for equipment other than computers and office equipment, which are specially acquired for the implementation of the project, the annual cost likely to be taken into account for eligibility corresponds to the purchase price multiplied by the percentage of use for the project and by the depreciation rate
· computer or other office equipment used for the administration of the project is included under the 7% overheads, and will not be accepted as a separate eligible cost
· other cost categories:
· costs for financial support to third parties: not allowed 
· indirect cost flat-rate: up to a maximum of 7% of the eligible direct costs (categories A-D, except volunteers’ costs and exempted specific cost categories, if any)
· indirect costs may not include costs entered under another budget heading.
· the applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that if they are receiving an operating grant financed by the EU or Euratom budget, they may not declare indirect costs for the period(s) covered by the operating grant, unless they can demonstrate that the operating grant does not cover any costs of the action.
· in order to demonstrate this, in principle, the applicant should:
a) use analytical cost accounting that allows to separate all costs (including overheads) attributable to the operating grant and the action grant. For that purpose the beneficiary should use reliable accounting codes and allocation keys ensuring that the allocation of the costs is done in a fair, objective and realistic way
b) record separately: 
· all costs incurred for the operating grants (i.e. personnel, general running costs and other operating costs linked to the part of its usual annual activities), and 
· all costs incurred for the action grants (including the actual indirect costs linked to the action)
· if the operating grant covers the entire usual annual activity and budget of the beneficiary, the latter is not entitled to receive any indirect costs under the action grant
· VAT: non-deductible VAT is eligible (but please note that since 2013 VAT paid by beneficiaries that are public bodies acting as public authority is NOT eligible) 
· other:
· in-kind contributions for free are allowed, but cost-neutral, i.e. they cannot be declared as cost
· kick off meeting: costs for kick-off meeting organised by the granting authority are eligible (travel costs for maximum 2 persons, return ticket to Brussels and accommodation for one night) only if the meeting takes place after the project starting date set out in the Grant Agreement; the starting date can be changed through an amendment, if needed
· project websites: communication costs for presenting the project on the participants’ websites or social media accounts are eligible; costs for separate project websites are not eligible
· other ineligible costs:
· entertainment or representation expenses, unless explicit prior authorisation is granted in writing by the Commission
· expenses for travel to or from countries other than those indicated in the geographical location section of this invitation, unless explicit prior authorisation is granted in writing by the Commission
· external co-financing involving real estate
 Volunteers’ costs — Volunteers costs are not a classic cost category. There are no costs because volunteers work for free, but they may nonetheless be added to the budget in the form of a pre-fixed unit cost (per volunteer) and thus allow you to benefit from the volunteers’ work for the grant (by increasing the amount of reimbursement up to 100% of the normal costs, i.e., cost categories other than volunteers). More information is available in the AGA — Annotated Grant Agreement, art 6.2.A.5.
[bookmark: _Toc100842107]If indirect costs for volunteers’ costs are eligible, you can add them manually to the volunteers’ costs category in Annex 2 of the Grant Agreement (calculate the 7% flat-rate on the amount of volunteers’ costs calculated as unit costs and then add them on top).
[bookmark: _Toc161910336]11.4 Balanced budget
The estimated budget of the action must be attached to the application form. It must have revenue and expenditure in balance. 
The budget must be drawn up in euros. 
Applicants for whom costs will not be incurred in euros should use the exchange rate published on the Infor-euro website available at: 
Exchange rate (InforEuro) (europa.eu)
The applicant must ensure that the resources which are necessary to carry out the action are not entirely provided by the EU grant. 
Co-financing of the action may take the form of:
· the beneficiary's own resources, 
· income generated by the action or work programme, 
· financial contributions from third parties.
Overall co-financing may also include in-kind contributions from third parties, i.e. non-financial resources made available free of charge by third parties to the beneficiary or to the consortium. The corresponding costs of third parties are not eligible under the grant, e.g. providing a meeting room or equipment for free, etc. 
In-kind contributions shall be presented separately in the estimated budget to reflect the total resources allocated to the action. Their approximate value shall be indicated in the estimated budget and shall not be subject to subsequent changes.
[bookmark: _Toc35588541][bookmark: _Toc100842108][bookmark: _Toc161910337]11.5 Reporting and payment arrangements 
The reporting and payment arrangements are fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet, point 4 and art 21 and 22).
After grant signature, you will normally receive a prefinancing to start working on the project (float of normally 60% of the maximum grant amount; exceptionally less or no prefinancing). The prefinancing will be paid 30 days from entry into force/financial guarantee (if required) — whichever is the latest. 
There will be no interim payments. 
Payment of the balance: At the end of the project, we will calculate your final grant amount. If the total of earlier payments is higher than the final grant amount, we will ask you to pay back the difference (recovery).
 Please be aware that payments will be automatically lowered if you have outstanding debts towards the EU (granting authority or other EU bodies). Such debts will be offset by us — in line with the conditions set out in the Grant Agreement (see art 22).
Please also note that you are responsible for keeping records on all the work done and the costs and units declared.
[bookmark: _Toc35588542][bookmark: _Toc100842109][bookmark: _Toc161910338]11.6 Prefinancing guarantees 
If a prefinancing guarantee is required, it will be fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet, point 4). The amount will be set during grant preparation and it will normally be equal or lower than the prefinancing for your grant.
The guarantee should be in euro and issued by an approved bank/financial institution established in an EU Member State. If you are established in a non-EU country and would like to provide a guarantee from a bank/financial institution in your country, please contact us (this may be exceptionally accepted, if it offers equivalent security).
Amounts blocked in bank accounts will NOT be accepted as financial guarantees.
It is important that the requested amount is covered and that the guarantee(s) are sent to us in time to make the prefinancing (scanned copy via Portal AND original by post).
If agreed with us, the bank guarantee may be replaced by a guarantee from a third party.
The guarantee will be released at the end of the grant, in accordance with the conditions laid down in the Grant Agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc100842110][bookmark: _Toc161910339][bookmark: _Toc35588543]11.7 Certificates
Depending on the type of action, size of grant amount and type of beneficiaries, you may be requested to submit different certificates. The types, schedules and thresholds for each certificate are fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet, point 4 and art 24).
[bookmark: _Toc100842111][bookmark: _Toc161910340]11.8 Liability regime for recoveries
The liability regime for recoveries will be fixed in the Grant Agreement (Data Sheet point 4.4 and art 22).
For beneficiaries, it is one of the following:
· limited joint and several liability with individual ceilings — each beneficiary up to their maximum grant amount
· unconditional joint and several liability — each beneficiary up to the maximum grant amount for the action 
or
· individual financial responsibility — each beneficiary only for their own debts. 
In addition, the granting authority may require joint and several liability of affiliated entities (with their beneficiary).
[bookmark: _Toc35588544][bookmark: _Toc100842112][bookmark: _Toc161910341]11.9 Provisions concerning the project implementation
IPR rules: see Model Grant Agreement (art 16 and Annex 5):
· rights of use on results: Yes
· access to results for policy purposes: Yes
· access rights to ensure continuity and interoperability obligations: Yes
Communication, dissemination and visibility of funding: see Model Grant Agreement (art 17 and Annex 5):
· additional communication and dissemination activities: Yes
Specific rules for carrying out the action: see Model Grant Agreement (art 18 and Annex 5):
[bookmark: _Toc100842113][bookmark: _Toc161910342][bookmark: _Toc35588545]11.10 EU restrictive measures: Yes/Other specificities 
[bookmark: _Toc35588546][bookmark: _Toc100842114][bookmark: _Toc161910343]11.11 Non-compliance and breach of contract
The Grant Agreement (chapter 5) provides for the measures we may take in case of breach of contract (and other non-compliance issues).
 For more information, see AGA — Annotated Grant Agreement. 

[bookmark: _Toc57919966][bookmark: _Toc62138486][bookmark: _Toc161910344]12. How to submit an application
[bookmark: _Hlk98503491]Electronic submission
In case the applicant has the possibility to sign using a qualified electronic signature (QES), they should have the documents signed electronically by their authorised representative. Only the qualified electronic signature (QES) within the meaning of Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 (eIDAS Regulation)[footnoteRef:12] will be accepted.  [12:   Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014 on electronic identification and trust services for electronic transactions in the internal market and repealing Directive 1999/93/EC (OJ L 257, 28.8.2014, p. 73–114).] 

Before sending the electronically signed documents, the signatures and validity of the certificates should be checked with one of the following tools:
· DSS Demonstration validation tool available at https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/DSS/webapp-demo/validation can help checking the validity of a certificate by indicating the number and type of valid signatures in a document.
· EU Trusted List Browser can be consulted in order to check whether the electronic signature provider and the trust service it provides are part of European Union Trusted List: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tl-browser/#

The applicant needs to make sure to use a QES compliant to eIDAS Regulation, by checking that both the service provider and the qualified certificate generation service used are included in the EU Trusted List Browser.
The application must be sent to the following email address:
eac-sport@ec.europa.eu

13. Help
Contacts
European Commission
DG EAC – Sport Unit
Attn: Mr Giorgio GUAZZUGLI MARINI 
B-1049 Brussels
Email: eac-sport@ec.europa.eu
Tel. +32 2 29 81370



[bookmark: _Toc161910346] (
 
IMPORTANT 
Registration
 
—
 
Before
 submitting 
the application
, all beneficiaries
, 
affiliated entities
 and associated partners
 must be registered
 
in the
 
Participant Register
. The participant identification code (PIC) (one per participant) is mandatory for the
 Application Form
.
 
Affiliated entities
 
—
 Applicants may participate with affiliated entities (
i.e.,
 entities linked to a beneficiary which participate in the action with similar rights and obligations as the beneficiaries, but do not sign the grant and therefore do not become beneficiaries themselves). They will get a part of the grant money and must therefore comply with all the call conditions and be validated (just like beneficiaries); but they do
 not count towards the minimum eligibility criteria for consortium composition (if any).
Associated partners
 
— 
Applicants may participate with associated partners
 
(
i.e.,
 partner organisations which participate
 in the action but without the right to get grant money). They participate without funding and therefore do not need to be validated
.
Balanced project budget
 
—
 
Grant applications must ensure a balanced project budget and sufficient other resources to implement the project successfully 
(
e.g.,
 own contributions, income generated by the action, financial contributions from third parties, etc)
. 
You may be requested to lower your estimated costs, if they are ineligible (including excessive). 
Cancellation 
— 
There may be circumstances which may require the cancellation of the procedure. In this case, you will be informed via an update. Please note that cancellations are without entitlement to compensation.
Completed/ongoing projects
 
— 
Proposals for projects that
 have already been completed will be rejected; proposals for projects that have already started will be assessed on a case-by-case basis (in this case, no costs can be reimbursed for activities that took place before the project starting date/proposal submission).
Data protection
 
— 
The 
submission
 of a proposal under this call involves the collection, use and processing of personal data. This data will be processed in accordance with Regulation 
2018/1725
. It will be processed solely for the purpose of evaluating your proposal, subsequent management of your grant and, if needed, programme monitoring, evaluation and communication. Details are explained in the 
Funding & Tenders Portal Privacy Statement.
Language
 
—
 
You
 
can
 submit your proposal in any official EU language (
p
roject abstract/summary should however always be in English). For reasons of efficiency, we strongly advise you to use English for the entire application. If you need the call documentation in another official EU language, please submit a request within 10 days after call publication (for the contact information, 
see section 1
2
)
.
No cumulation of funding/
No double funding
 
— 
It 
is strictly prohibited to cumulate
 
funding from the EU budget (except under 
‘EU Synergies actions’
).
 
Outside such Synergies 
actions
, a
ny given action may receive only ONE grant from the EU budget and cost items may under NO circumstances declared 
under
 
tw
o
 EU 
grants.
 
If you would like to nonetheless benefit from different EU funding opportunities, projects must be designed as different actions, clearly delineated and separated for each grant (without overlaps).
No-profit rule 
— 
Grants may
 
NOT give a profit (i.e. surplus of revenues + EU grant over costs).
 This will be checked by us at the end of the project. 
Combination with 
EU operating 
grants 
(n/a for OG and FPAs) 
— 
Combination with EU operating grants is 
possible, if the project remains outside the
 operating grant work programme and you make sure that cost items are clearly separated in your accounting and 
NOT declared twice
 
(see 
AGA 
— Annotated Grant Agreement, art 6.2.E
)
.
Rejection 
— 
By submitting the application, all applicants accept the call conditions set out in this this Call Document (and the documents it refers to). Proposals that do not comply with the call conditions may be 
rejected
. This applies also to applicants: All applicants need to fulfil the criteria; if any one of them doesn’t, they must be replaced or the entire proposal will be rejected.
)14. Important


 (
Resubmission
 
—
 Proposals may be changed and re-submitted until the deadline for submission.
T
ransparency
 
—
 
In accordance with Article 38 of the 
EU Financial Regulation
,
 
information about EU grants awarded is published each year on the
 
Europa website
. 
This includes
:
b
eneficiar
y
 names
beneficiar
y 
addresses
the purpose for which the grant was awarded
the maximum amount awarded.
The publication can exceptionally be waived (on reasoned and duly substantiated request), if there is a risk that the disclosure could jeopardise 
your
 rights and freedoms under the
 
EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights or harm 
your
 
commercial interests.
)
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